WHAT HAVE THE  WOMEN  GAINED?
for treating 39,300,000 in 1937. Considerable work has been done
in rendering births painless. In Sverdlovsk, for instance, during
the year 1937, more than 50,000 mothers were given treatment for
ensuring a painless confinement; in Leningrad there were 63,000
such cases. In all, over 270,000 mothers have received this treatment
and, in general, the U.S.S.R. claims to take first place in the world
in the application of this boon to women. The birth-rate is in-
creasing throughout the U.S.S.R. According to incomplete data,
the total number of births in January-March 1937 was 30 per cent
in excess of the corresponding quarter of 1936. The great increase
in the number of women working outside the home and partici-
pating in public life has evidently not affected the birth-rate.
The number of places in permanent creches in urban areas for
infants and very young children has increased from 550 in 1914
to 274,000 in 1932 and 627,817 in 1937. In the rural areas, where
there were practically no creches in 1914, there were 350,000 per-
manent creches in 1932 and 500,000 in 1936. In addition, in the
summer, numerous temporary creches are established in the rural
areas. Again, in 1913, some 7,000 children attended kindergartens
in Russia, but in 1936 over 4,270,000 Soviet children attended
kindergartens, i.e. more than treble the children in the kindergartens
of the U.S.A., France, Japan, and Poland taken together.
As a result of all this, both the maternity and infant death-rate
have been decreased enormously.
All this work in the care of the health of the people, particularly
of mothers and children, is very manifest in the fine physique of
young people in the streets, the schools, the sports fields, the
factories and workshops, and on the fields, which all recent visitors
to the U.S.S.R. have noted.
The following two examples illustrate both the difficulties which
many women encountered when they sought to take advantage
of their new rights and the new life these have given them.
Here, for instance, is the short biography of one such woman
from Azerbaijan, Basti Bagirova. One of a family of nine children,
she was born in the village of Abdulla-Bek; her father had but
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